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48t 3:30p(E) 200 Commander Blvd. ~ 416-299-3855
48 -10a(E0,53),11:30a() 2940 Markham Rd. 647-771-5390
B4 H:12n(E),10:30a(2, 2) 841 Progress Ave. 416-850-2270
5&3&@1 11a(2,53),9:15a(Z) 200 Commander Bivd,  416-299-3855
B w49 :11:00a(F),9:00a(Z) 2230 Bichmount Rd.  416-299-3399
7548 |+11:15a(82),9:30a(%) 1490 Birchmount R, 416-288-1770
S48 | 9:30a(F),11a(B) 241 Alexmuir Bivd, 416-297-8787
B4 10:30a(8,52) 393 Middlefield Road ~~ 416-297-8197
=4 | 9:30a(28),11a(&) 17 Gordon Ave. 416-609-1876
BN L 9aE ) 11a(E,2) 9950 Sheppard Ave.E.  416-282-2063
87452 (B), SERAL 3223 Kennedy Rd. 416-297-8011
11:15a(22), 9:30a (), 11a(&)
BRENAEL: 11a(EE E2),9a(E) 2601 MeNicoll Ave. 416-293-5552
ERLMEL: 11a(B) 300 Silver Star Blvd. ~ 647-993-4778
In-person & online: 9:30a 135 Silver Star Blvd. 416-754-1094
=48 | 9:30a, 11:15a(&, 139 SiverStarBvd.  416-754-3308
), 9:30a(%, 52,2 Gormley),
11:15a(& Gormley)
11:15a(&),10a(363), 9:30a(z&) 185 Milner Ave. 416-754-3471
ETAE F10a(E E,5); 8 Metropolitan Rd. 416-754-8119
11:45a(Z); 481 6p(&)
BREFIEREG L 10a(E,5) 17 Brimley Rd. 416-998-2385
#8.F: 11:15a(E), 9:30a(3&,52&) 2610 Birchmount Rd. ~ 416-902-7674
481 2p(E) 4156 Sheppard Ave East  647-531-1756
B4 L 9:30a(5); 3325 Victoria Park Ave. ~ 416-222-0981
11:30a(H, )
BN L 9:15a(8 57E), 390 Bamburgh Circle, ~ 416-498-3399
1 15a(H, & RE)
BRERAE L 9:30a(&) 3838 Midland Avenue, ~ 416-332-8585
Unit #109
BREN4E L 11:15a(®) #3-1220 Ellsemere Rd. ~ 416-625-3125
3:30p(%) 135 Siver Star Bivd, ~ 647-926-8363
BRELAEL: 4p(E) 2830 Hwy TE, 647-866-2633
B F:2:45p(F),2p(2E) 4125 Sheppard Ave. E. 416-800-5464
=82 10:30a(H) Unit 114, 3838 Midland ~ 647-866-2633
Ave, Scarborough
=48 | 9:30a(2E),11:30a(E2) 2850 Midland Ave. 416-293-2233
FERA L 9:30a(8) 1036 McNicoll Ave. 416-494-8266
EERAE L 11:30a(E),2p(E), 3501 Kennedy Rd. 416-292-8196
9:30a(&)
S
BN E: 10:30a(EH,2) 116 Norton Ave. 416-223-4939
a4 F11:15a(E, &),9:15a(ZE) 675-685 Sheppard Ave. E. 416-223-3121
EREN4EL: 10a( ) 25 Axsmith Crescent  416-844-2534
252 2:30p(&) 1000 Petrolia Rd, North ~ 416-292-9250
York
4p (E) 2800 Don Mils Rd 416-803-6769
=aem A - 0:30a(B), 11a(El); 145 Sparks Ave. 416-773-0313
£52: 9:30a,11a(FE)
B4 |:9:45a(5L F), 88 Finch Ave. W. 416-733-8088
11:30a(2); E88 3:15p(El)
48t 9:15a(k) B 89 Centre Ave. 416-733-7722
9:30a(2),11a(E)

B 11a(B®) 225 Consumers Rd. 416-499-7178
BN 49 1:9:30a(E, &), 201 Tempo Ave. 416-499-0111
11:15a(%)

#8 £2:30p (Z/EH) 1080 Finch Ave. E 416-226-1525
BENELE %9a(8) 1080 Finch Ave. E. 416-494-6476
=4 | 9:30a(E),11a(BE) 99 Scarsdale Rd. 416-446-0088
BN L 9:45a( ), 22 Camforth Rd. 416-615-2204
10a(zR), 11.15a(&)
BT | 9:30a(&),10a(B), 32 Kem Road 416-441-2232
11:30a(E, 5RE)
B 9:30a(2), 11:30a(E) 311 Wilson Heights Blvd.  416-398-3115
ET4E | 11:45a(8, %) 7 Gretna Ave 416-291-5858
10a(E, 5 RE) 3379 Bayview Ave. 647-955-2814
HEE 10a(E) 25 Rochelle Cres. 416-826-4686
%%
B2 11a(E) 20 Claremont St. 416-603-3403
9:30a(Z&),10a(El),11:15a(&) 77 First Ave. 416-461-2907
288:0:45a(25), 11:15a() 206 McCaul St. 416-901-1419
BERMELE: 9:30a(B) 49 Donlands Ave. 416-406-6439
9:45a(z&),11a(&) 8 Amroth Ave. 416-690-8306
EiE 3:30p(El, RE) 274 Concord Avenue  416-564-6999
1: 15p(15/@ ) ERE—EEHE 662 Pape A 416-778-9980
2, HepEtE
10a (&) 5 Hoskin Ave. 647-825-9909
481:10a(2), BRERYE L 10a 1038 Woodbine Ave.  416-424-2078
(% B
=4 | 9:30a( ), 11:15a 444450 Dundas St W, 416-977-2530
(&E) [R]; 7:30p(E) [B=]
4E: 11a(=) 455 Spadina Ave, 416-871-3602
Eé‘ﬁ&iﬁr 10a (i, 25),11:15a(E2) 72-78 Beverley St. 416-596-8376
BRENLMELE: 9:15a (&), 130 Gerrard St. E 416-925-3261
11a, 6:30p(ZR)
B8N 49 1 10:30a( ) 630 Spadina Ave. 647-272-6746
BEEN4E £:10:30a(E), 778 Ossington Ave. 647-499-7804;
2:15p(&, ) 905-607-8873
T
BN 11:15a(8) 700 Apple Creek Bivd.  647-838-3410

1490 Birchmount Road  647-808-3901

4 T FEHSEERE Huxk ik
PEEEYEE RS B8 11a(®) 80 Acadia Ave, Suite 208 416-417-7773
HEHSEESHEE =ER SERAL 2p(EEH) 5440 16th Ave. Markham ~416-230-3137
B ANEBHE anEE ZEERAEL: 9:30a(®), 77 Milliken Meadows Dr, 905-479-3322
11:15a (5, 2 53%)
SHEEANEBHRE  BER BERAL: 800, 100 Acadia Ave. 905-477-7533
11:30a(&)[H], 9:45a( EH.5R);
E#2: 5:00p(&)[7X]
Cornerstone Christian Andrew In-person: 9:30a, 11:30a; 9680 Ninth Line 905-294-3554
Community Church  Lau Online: 11:30a
BENREE fIBE SEREL: 8a, 11:15a(&), 9580 Woodbine Ave.  905-887-6222
9:30a(E, 2 BVF RE)
ZREIEEANREE BHnE 5 10 B H RE) 11248 Kennedy Rd. 905-887-0998
CERERE)
BEEENE BE  11:30a(3),10:15a(E, 2, 538)  145Royal CrestCt,  647-720-3360
Unit12830
ERPEEBHEEE 2Thk BEEK4EE:9:30a(E 2),11:15a(&) 2250 Denison St. 905-946-1725
BERE et BEERALE: 9:30a(E %), 10 Waterbridge Lane ~~ 905-513-8611
11:15a(&)
ZREBIESE R EERAEL 1a(EHE) 288 Clayton Dr. 905-513-7331
BREHRGHINE WO BRERAL: 10:45a(E ) 5438 Major Mackenzie ~ 416-564-9811
Drive E.
ABRES RER BRERMAL: 11:30a(B %) 10720 Victoria Square  647-219-7788
Bivd.
BEREES HEE BEERAL 9:30a@3) 4757 14th Ave. 905-477-4887
11:15a (B,R%)
EEREE SEEE TR 9:30a(F, 5L/ 180 Mingay Ave. 905-209-8227
#),11:15a(&)
BHEASED Bk ZEER4EL: 9:15a(3E §3),9a(E), 1 Chatelaine Dr. 905-201-6344
11a(&), 10a(FKw)
ZIRESEEY) REE B2 10a(8,3); £8L5: 10a(&) 28 Crown Steel Dr. Unit #1 905-944-8778
MEXEAESHEEDS HRE BB L: 9:30a(3), 2667 Bur Oak Ave. 905-294-8254;
11:30a(&) 416-616-6699
LEECEEEERY) BEXh BRRMAL: 11a(E3), 9a(E), 1330dKemedyRd.  905-305-6467
930a(§§,g)
EEYEEETRAE HEF FHL10a@E@ i ERE), 80 Acadia Ave Suite 208, 416-997-6543
10.30a(& )
BHFESTEE REE BELEL: 11a®E) 4581 14th Ave. 905-415-9606
EBRESE HiER BEERELE: 9:15a(H,5), 8 Elson St. 905-472-3100
9:30a(38), 11:15a(2,53)
SESTE BFE Ei 9aE ®), 11:30a(53); 2830 Huy 7E 905-479-6058
BRENYEE11:30a(B)
ERESE EEAT B 9:30a (35); 11;15a(&); 245 Renfrew Dr. 416-499-0111
10:05a (53Z)
1= L%I;gaj_ﬁ‘jtﬁ 2ER 8L 9:30a(EH) 2830 Hwy 7E. 647-866-2633
SMEEBRELHEIC B B L 3p@E) 131 Main St, Unionville ~ 647-238-0220
BH)
EREEHE ZIEE TEEN4E L 10a(&); 11:30a(Z) 22 Esna ParkDr. 905-940-5234
B EARBHE FHfs SEREL 118 2750 14th Ave., 437-340-0805
Suite G-05, Markham
HEEEXIER BT BRERAEL2p(El) 5000 Steeles Ave. E -~ 416-890-9226
YN
%{ﬁZLLL%WﬂEAi% EEE FERgEL: 10:15a(E, H) 15 Library Lane 905-726-8099
BAFEEER Peters 10a([E) 4898 16th Ave. 905-477-1104
ZHSEANEBFEGHS 2he S 11:30a(E) 218 Main Street 647-230-3927
Lbepalll
AVIIEESEE 8 R 9L 10aE) 11760 Woodbine Ave,  416-388-7907
Whitchurch-Stouffville, ON
BEREEIWRERE) MHEEFEL: 91 éa(ﬁ,gag), 75 Oxford Strest 905-780-0507
11:15a (&,5)
EhEAREHE FRINE BEENAEL: 9:30a(HB), 1Villa Roayle Ave. 289-620-3622
2=82:11:30a(2%)
%’5@5—255 HEVAY SiF8 BEREL11aE %) 459 Crosby Ave. 905-918-2205
LLE)
RPEANREE HREER BRERYELE: 9:30a(Z 5E S/ 136 Hillsview Dr, 905-508-0901
fﬁ),11:15a(§,)
ZHESHIEATEE HEE SEREL 930a(9e,§E), 11221 Bayview Ave.  905-883-6773
1115a1%,§ﬂ ME), 2p(E,5)
ZUAN I EES PR, FTEERMEL: 11:15a(®), 212 Hillsview Dr. 905-237-0223
10a(% RE)

ZEANI_EEEEES TEH 58 6p(E) 416-903-4157
BAtEAEEHE AR EReR 4T F:0a(E,2),11a(EH, H), 9670 Bayview Ave. 905-884-3399
#L11a(8), 589, 11a(RE);

B7511a(®)
AU |
(EREARES TEE BEEREL: 10a(8%RE) 3065 Ridgeway Dr. #35-37 416-800-5458
i@ﬁhxfa% (RS BEERMELE12p (BB 1550 South Gateway Rd.  905-290-9502
#320-325
EREEREEERE JHEF BEREL: 2p@E) 377 Burnhamthorpe Rd. E, 647-974-5299
Suite 116
ENFEEEES  IRE SERAL: 9:30a(:), 5725 Terry Fox Way ~ 905-501-0023
11a(El, RE)
EhEABEE % # 4BL 2:30pE) 3143 Keyness Cres. ~ 647-239-2667
BINEAERRESHE MBS BRI L10:45aE), 255 Brunel Rd. 905-507-6805
10:30a ()
BEREEEEHE) MEfREs a4 9a(),10:45a(E,B5) 6955 Milloreek Dr. 905-542-1522
SHEANREE SR Eﬂg&zm 11:15a(E, &), 5220 Creskbank Road ~ 905-238-9121
9:30a(Z&, Z:E/ME)
EHEATES Bxs BEEREL: 9:30aE ), 5710 Kennedy Road ~~ 905-712-9202
10:30a(53%),11:15a(&)
BEELINEAESENE BEE BERELL:10:30a(E ) 2233 South Millway ~~ 416-230-7846
AREAEEHE BiEE ZEER4E1:9:30a(H),11:15a(&8) 3560 Erindale Station Road 905-896-9822
BENEETE P EEETHE F10a(2),11:15a(8) 1051 Eglinton AveW.  905-812-2938
ERPEEBYEEE ZIEE ZERHL10:30a(2) [;u X]  1075EgintonAve. W 289-659-5918
BIEKE g SENELL4pEE) [BA] 4219 Trells Cres. 905-607-8673
SREEGGE % B EBERAELApE); Unit 30, 2155 Dunwin Drive 416-998-0891
Fa4-3:30a(2)
Hfll
BsEe EE BEERAEL: 9:30a(2);11:30a() 2145 Brock Rd. N, Pickering 905-686-6311

HEIN=



E/ACE A FIE ERSRERRN Hunt ik
HIBEATES BEEE B 10a(H, %) 2459 Islington Ave. 416-741-1110
x498
SREEESEE WL ERERAEL: 9:15a(E), 11a(3E)  127-135 Main Strest South, 905-252-2099
Newmarket
TMBEASES 1ZEE BEERMAEL: 2:00p (E) 333 Davis Dr., Newmarket 905-581-8130
BEAREY HiFkE  $—EH10:30 a(3 H), 80 Hillside Ave, Etobicoke 416-201-8015
Hithi==H8:30a (E)
BREg BB EEER4EE: 9:30a(3E), 11:30a([H) 454 Arkell Rd., Puslinch ~ 519-824-6125
BENEAREHE BEE ERNAEL: 3:30p(E) 8 Torch Ln, Guelph 519-266-4485
SIREEASES HEy DEERENAE F: 10:30a(E, 2, %) 50 Breadalbane St. 905-522-0342
Hamilton
BRETEEESEE EEE Eﬁﬁ&iﬁr 9:30a(E,55) 31 Summit Ave., Hamilton 905-574-6293
BEEMEAEBHE @EBR BEREL 130p(,,§) 481 460 Yonge Street, Barrie  905-884-3399
8:45a, 12:30p(&); 113, Sp@) X351
EEEA,‘R{EE BER BEENGL: 10:45a(E,2,%) 122 Kent Street Whitby ~ 905-430-4838
HEEERED ShEEE  FEE: 9:45a(E)Milton; 88 Tremaine Rd., Miton ~ 647-898-8322

2p(E)Oakville

(AM); 340 Rebecca St.,
QOakville (PM)

AR EXIS
PEASEE 1w @
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IF5{ERR

Bt ERE T
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RFEASEEERE 1HEX

T HSFERE
BT E: 9:30a(H,
BRET4E L 10a(E)
2848 E: 10a(F);
*ﬁ“ 10a(&®) [E—=18]
&% 48 1 10:45a ([, )
BN 9:15a(8,3);

11:15a(E)
BREN4ELE: 9:15a( )

B4 - 9:30a(32)11:15a(H)

S - 11a(E, 5 8)

i3 N
BERERAE L 2p(E)

Hudik ik

%), 11a(&) 4258 Seminole St., 519-562-9931
Windsor
4700 Epworth Circle, 905-650-5899
Niagara Falls
31 Tannery St. 519-654-0253
W.,Cambridge
145 Lincoln Rd.,Waterloo  519-747-2211

x230

612 Erb StW. Waterloo  519-746-1693

268 Lester St #102 Waterloo 226-792-3561
230 MacDonnell St. 613-548-7270
Kingston

1510 Fanshawe Park Rd.  519-457-1400
E., London

95 Ave Lorne., St. Lambert 438-883-5600

IOEE (S () TR BEERE L 10a(E) 528 Burnhamthorpe Rd. W, 647-707-4352
- BT Oakville

BiEHEES FEhiE BRENYELE: 11:30a(E) 1469 Nottinghill Gate, ~ 905-334-6246
Oakville

BOENEESES  BVE MEREL 145p@FDH) 250kt e Oakile 905-601-1266

BIHEATELNE = B EEREL: 1:30pE) 156 Third Line, Oakville  289-837-4942

BEEEENT HBiRT ﬁnt 10a (=) 3301 Trafalgar Rd, Oakville 416-230-7846

BREES ReE FRET A E: 10a(E), 12485 Tenth Line, 647-547-3618
11:30a(8,%) Stouffuile

%hiﬁklmﬁﬁf-é FE2 6273 Main St, Stouville ~ 416-931-5260

BleEEESE SRS ZTERMEL: 10:30a(8, 3) 48 McLaughiin Rd., South 416-843-7858
Brampton

BEMEANZEE =S BERL: 9:30a(3),11a (F,2) 1989 North Park Dr,  905-791-2124
Brampton

BEEEES S NS SN 10a(E) 2054 Mountainside Dr, ~ 647-631-8220
Burlington

B AEBHE RS ERER4BL: 2p(El), 3:50p(E) 14430 Bathurst St, Aurora 289-648-9920

YN

BAERBEASESZ # % BEEEL:10:30a(8 5,5 535) 5492 South River Drive,  613-366-7672
Manotick

BEAEEAEEE & 5 BEENEL: 9:30a(E) 31 Graham Avenue, Ottawa819-923-8777

BAEEASES =) gé‘g 11:15a(&), 9:30a(53); 22 Eccles St Ottawa  613-235-8187

SRR 1 9:30a(E)

EAEEAMEGHE 2 1B SHEEEL 11a @) 600 Bank St. Ottawa ~ 613-504-4571

EBAEHEEES BERAE EEeR4Et: 10:30a(H), 9a(53E) 550 Codd's Rd., Ottawa  613-236-7656

EAEEAESHE IEY SEREL 9:30a@3kRH) 116 Empress Ave. Ottawa 613-563-3043

11:15a(2 )

EAEEEERENT MXRE ZERAL: 10a(E%X) 2500 Campeau Drive, ~ 613-762-8686
Kanata

EAEEGIEEE Rk I BEREL 930a( ), 3072 Steeple Hill Cres., ~ 613-627-4531
B8 10:45a(F FE HE) Ottawa

EAELREES Ry BEREL 9:30aEHB),
11 15a(%%); E82: 9:30a(52)

ALAMEARSERE TES fi BhEZQ%J: 10:15a(E &)

4 Thomcliff Place, Nepean 613-820-6774

493 Ontario St., Sudbury  647-657-4772

EMEASES ;Euk ERE 48 | 2:30p(El) 237 Rykert St, Saint~~ 905-321-4288
Catherines

EPENREE EAH =i 11a(H, 2 5) 1099 University Ave. W.,  519-256-1271
Windsor
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S ﬁﬁkﬁ_i’% ERRTE  4EEAER (A BAME; BEFTEESHEME; CRTME,;
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SETRR RS HrREE EEER4EL: 3:30p(El) 415 Mercile Ave,, t. Lambert514-794-0316
T EASES R (EE BRERA L 9:30a(Z);2p(E), 18 Rue Finchley, 514-482-2703
aE 11:15a(&) Hampstead
SEEEEEERENE taN  48L: 10:45a(H), 9:30a(39) 2225 Regent Ave., Montreal 514-481-3258
R EEEASEE HETE SEREL: 2:30p(&E ), 598 Bellevue N., Greenfield 514 833-1818
mRE 10a(25), 1:45p(52E) Park
SETREBHE EFRE 1pE) 865 Jarry West, Montreal  514-272-3358
RREESEE =EE 1a@E) 6260 Victoria St. W, #200, 514-939-1230
Montreal
R ERENREES ([EE TERAL: 330p(&, &) 177 Rue de I'Eglise 514-270-4782
SETBSESEKRYE TEE  §.5:2:30pE) 220 Hyman Drive 514-572-5779
METEATES(E R F SENKEL 9:30a@) 405 Marie-Anne E, 514-849-0466
HIE) 11:10a(%);11:15a(&) Montreal
WA E R EE BEE Eﬁa&ﬂt 9:30a(EH,35);11:15a(E) 3567 St.Urbain St, Montreal 514-845-6531
BEBYESE BilmE, BEENAL: 2:30pE %) 3495 Rue Aylmer, Montreal 514-843-7952
ERTBEEAEBHE (TR ﬁrJL 1p(E) 855 Rue Jarry Ouest,  514-272-3358
Montreal
AT ARGEE  BE BERAL 9:30a(B X 1600 de'Eglise, St-Laurent 514-748-6990
WTEERIEE ERE BEEREL 2p(E) 2200 Patricia, St. Laurent  514-235-2611
SHEEREEEHE BES ERREL 1:30pEH) 501 Fifth Ave, Verdun ~~ 514-243-6242
MR EASESENE BERERY BRERMEL: 2:30p(E 6259 Boulevard Monk, ~ 514-768-0151
Montreal
W EASEERE IER EEREL 2p(E) 233 Av. Sainte-Claire  514-806-9198
2(FS)
iR EA GRS BERE 2p(E5) 1720 Decarie St., St. Laurent 514-748-7108
SRNBEASERRRE 58 HEREL: 1p(E) 1650 Decelles, Saint-Laurent 438-238-6188
HMItmEEgRrE AREF ZERAL 1Ma(E) 100 Ch. Sainte-Foy#305, 438-825-5133
Quebec
A
EOMEAEEBHE I H 8 10:30a(@5%) 30 Newtown Rd., St. John's 709-682-5366
HiRtE A
EREAREHS EBE FRMAE: 9:30a(3),11a(F,2) 958 Barrington St, Halifax 902-423-4878
EREASES 2EN B 2pEERRE) 1986 Preston St., Halfax 902-488-3838

iR E
HRhEHMEEIE HEE SERELE: 10:30a(E)
EL YN ByuE ZENAL: 2pE)

161 York St., Fredericton  506-897-5885
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Home-stay and campus
fellowship in Japan

Storm Buster Series
Pius Chi-Shing Lee

n 1988, I left Oslo for Tokyo on an early morning departure flight on a cold
I winter day. It was not a direct flight but had a relatively short overlay in Hong

Kong. My destination was a small agricultural town in Aichi Prefecture (3 1),
Central Japan. The last leg of the journey was by train from Tokyo to Aichi. Our plane
approached Haneda Airport, Tokyo, around 8:00 pm local time. The vivid impression
of a foreigner newly arrived in the megacity of Tokyo was indelible and resonates to this
day. As a young man raised in Hong Kong and educated in North America, I bragged
that I had seen aerial nightlights of large cities.

Tokyo was certainly an echelon above all norms. There were lights and artificial
illuminations as far as the eye could see when one gazed from the fuselage of an ascending
or descending airline. The train ride from Tokyo to Central (F#f) Japan was equally
memorable to the degree of soul-haunting until today. There were many express trains, each
with its specific fare tariff. I could not afford the speedy bullet trains and took a second-
tier express train. It was a good 6-7 hour train ride with a few stops before the Aichi Stop.
Before leaving metropolitan Tokyo, the express train would speed through the densely built
city with what seemed to be an inundation of skyscrapers in elevated rails and tunnels.
In one turn, the train was speedily, unswervingly zooming towards an office building on
its elevated rail around its third and fourth floors. I could see employees working behind
the tall glass building windows. I was scared as if the train was suicidally heading into the
building. It turned just in time like a speedy roller coaster, and in my startle, no other
passenger was scared but me. My fellow passengers were relaxed and dozed as it was already
11:00 pm. I was the newcomer unapt to the pace of this sunrise land with many wonders.

Sleepy Atsumi Peninsula

I arrived in Aichi more or less on time, and the hotel front office lady greeted me
with her sleepy eyes when I checked in very early in the morning. It was a short stay as I
should have checked out in a few hours, having booked only one night. The air was crisp,
and the roaring wind was loud in this somewhat wind-swept stem of the Atsumi Peninsula
(B35 5). Being an international student in a country without knowing the ordinary
people's language, culture, or general mindset was surreal. I was anxious to meet my
research supervisor as he had promised to greet me in the hotel lobby late that day. I only
learned about my supervisor through his research papers and fame in meteorology and air
pollution control. I fidgeted and was still unconvinced by the fact I was physically in Japan
while waiting for my only contact in Japan in the hotel lobby. Punctually, at 10:00 am, my
supervisor gently entered the lobby. I had seen his picture online in the university’s faculty
introduction, but his in-person, stately manner charmed me further with his handsome
smile and assuring voice of a professor.

Wind Swept Aichi Coast

Japan gave me an excellent first impression, and I unconsciously compared that
with my experience when I first arrived in Canada, the United States, and Norway. The
airport was orderly, people were helpful, and the posted signs and printed directions
on brochures were clear. Despite my importune hour of arrival at the hotel in the early
morning on a weekday, I was greeted adequately even in a little wind-swept town in
a remote location miles away from the nearest major city of Nagoya. All in all, I felt
throughout this broad geographical and metropolitical spectrum in Japan, everything
seemed functioning perfectly — from an unthinkable gigantic mega-city of Tokyo to
a remote wind-swept agricultural town in the sea-ward side of Aichi Prefecture. I had
once conceived as a monoethnic and monolingual car-maker monopoly of the world
was warm, friendly and welcoming. This first impression was reinforced and confirmed
in my 7 years in the country as a Ph.D. student and later as an employee of the Japan
Weather Association, a non-profit weather agency serving the public and a civilian
liaison for the national weather bureaus.

Pronounced Land-Sea Breeze

Fortunately, I was given a temporary guest room in the university’s foreign scholars’
living quarters. It was reasonably priced and conveniently located inside the university
campus. The University was situated on a somewhat elevated plateau tens of meters
above the surrounding farmland and livestock husbandry. Near the Pacific coastline,
the nighttime land breeze and the day-time sea breeze were religiously punctual and
assertive. Whenever there was gorgeous sunshine in the day, the contrast of surface
temperatures over land and sea tended to be the most extensive, often resulting in the
most vigorous low-level sea-ward jet in the night and land-ward plane in the day. It
happened almost every day throughout my on-campus lodging experience of 3 years.
The Oyashio Current, a polar current from the Bering Sea, influenced the cool sea
water near the Atsumi Peninsula. The exception from the strong winds phenomenon
occurred when the sky was under heavy overcast, and thermal inversions and thick
clouds suppressed the land-sea lower atmospheric circulation. The mountainous terrain
of much of Central Japan also enhanced the mountain-triggered wind flow on both
sides of the Main Island. My supervisor kindly walked me to the guest house. We were
nearly yelling at one another as the roar of the wind was so thundering that we had to
talk above its deafening roar.

Bump into a Foreigner-Friendly Church

There was a six-week gap in my lodging. As I was admitted as a graduate student,
I was eligible to move into the foreign student dormitory next to the foreign scholars’
living quarters after a six-week wait was fulfilled. My supervisor was extraordinarily
kind and arranged for me to stay free for room and board with two families as an
international student — three weeks with a broadcasting company's top manager and
three weeks with a large construction company owner. Both experiences were eye-
opening, and I witnessed firsthand the kindness and generosity of a typical Japanese
person. The owner of the large construction company had a daughter who was one of
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A Atsumi Peninsula (#83%F5) - Cape Irago
By Bariston - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=112501340

the pianists at a local Christian Church. The church was quite a distance — within
a bike ride from the University, but it was very foreign-student friendly, and I began
attending the church with fellow students who gave me rides.

A Missional Church

Later, I discovered that almost all the Christians in the University attended that
same church. All the elders and leadership in the church were fervent and dedicated
to campus ministries in our technical university and the only other general university
in this agricultural town. I felt that the church well-received college students,
including international students. The young adult ministry pastor was an alumnus
of our university. The church was practicing kingdom expansion for the Lord Jesus
despite the dismal statistics that 99% of the students would leave the town for career
opportunities. The church never hesitated to invest in campus ministry, which seemed
a losing business, secularly speaking. I remember that on my third Sunday at that
vibrant church of about 200 members of many age groups, one of the elders gave me
a big envelope with his handwritten testimony. This honourable elder served on the
church governance board, and his son was a university student. The testimony was
written in Traditional Chinese scripts. He quoted a large biblical segment from the
Epistle to the Romans, and at the end of the letter, he sincerely invited me to receive
Jesus as Lord and Savior. I promptly thanked him and shared with him again — I
thought I introduced myself as a follower of Christ three weeks ago.

Land of A Spiritual Wilderness

These honeymoon experiences with the Christian presence in Japan were
disillusioned. In the long seven years in Japan as a foreign Christian, the overarching
feeling for me was isolation, out-of-touch and obsolescence. In a hierarchically strict
society, humanism and feminism did not infiltrate Japanese society as quickly as
their counterparts in Europe and Northern America. By humanism and feminism, I
meant the overblown distorted philosophy of equity and entitlement that spearheaded
defiance against the original orders and roles of all creatures defined in the Christian
Bible. Unfortunately, this extra layer of societal protection did not ease the inroads of
the many Christian missionaries in Japan. The skepticism against Christianity was tall,
and the walls of self-pride and self-righteousness were even taller. Despite the large
number of missionary societies that worked in concert with one another by dividing
geographical responsibilities, Japan had the world’s most significant number of
missionaries per square kilometre; the country had barely one percent of its population
call themselves Christians. It was my regular prayer that the Lord Jesus showed mercy
to the leaders of Japan by converting them first so that they would convert the entire
populace into the faith. The Christian-first evangelistic strategy of the tribal society
might work well in Japan.

Strong Believer-Heros

Japan had few Christian churches and few Christians. Christians must have strong
faith. All odds shone harmful lights on them. The monoethnic and monocultural
society allowed only a few norms of Sunday behaviours, such as sports clubs, hobby
circles, and private tutoring on academic or cultural pursuits. Christians must have
strong faith in Jesus to survive the relentless social battering of peer pressure. I owed
an outstanding debt to two brothers in our campus fellowship who came weekly to
my dorm to give me a ride and encouragement to attend church worship and prayer
meetings. Only five members were in the fellowship — with a professor and counsellor.
We all came from places far away from Aichi, Southern Island Shikoku, Western Island
Kyshu, Northern Prefectures in Main Island Honshu, Manila Philippines, and Hong
Kong. The brother from Shikoku pledged to study in a seminary as he felt called to
be a pastor. His father sternly warned him that his sonship ended when he graduated
from the technical university. He would disown him the day his son took a career path
that he disapproved of. This brother helped me the most; his name is composed of two
Chinese characters: “E.3,” which means truth. What a hero of faith who died to his
earthly sonship but truly committed to the eternal truth, and the truth set him free to
serve the Truth, Life and Way of the world — Jesus.

Author: Pastor (Dr.) Pius Lee is the Director of the Development Division of NYSTM. In
2021, he retired from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) of the
United States. He was selected as the winner of NOAA’s Administrator’s Award for the Air
Pollution Forecasting Research Group in 2020. Pastor Lee and Mrs. Ancy Thuyen-Anh Lee
have three sons and one daughter. The couple relocated from the capital, Washington, to New
York to take up the post.

Pius Lee. “[Storm Buster series] Home-stay and campus fellowship in Japan” NYSTM Truth
Monthly, March 2023.
hteps://nystm.org/storm-buster-series-home-stay-and-campus-fellowship-in-japan/
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Prayer to Accept Jesus

“Dear Lord Jesus, | know that | am a sinner, and | ask

for Your forgiveness. | believe You died for my sins

and rose from the dead. | turn from my sins and invite

You to come into my heart and life. | want to trust

and follow You as my Lord and Savior. In Your Name,
LAmen.”

Feel free to contact
us if any questions:
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